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U.S. STEEL CORP. - LORAIN - CUYAHOGA WORKS 

OHD 004-222-030 

The U.S. Steel plant in Lorain is located on the Black River, approximately two 
miles upstream from Lake Erie. Across East 28th St. are the mixed 
residential/business areas of the city proper. Railroad tracks form west and 
south boundaries for U.S. Steel's property; the Black River curves and is the 
east and north boundary. The site is also across from Locain City Landfill (see 
Lorain City Landfill P.A.) 

U.S. Steel has had one FIT inspection (10/10/80) in response to a hotline 
complaint regarding the dumping of burnt lime near the Black River. FIT 
discovered that U.S. Steel used an impoundment to dry lime that had been dredged 
periodically from a cooling water pond and the impoundment to make certain no 
leachate/runoff reached the river. In 1981, U.S. Steel submitted a CERCLA 
(103(c) Notification that reported other unregulated portions of the site not 
previously investigated by OEPA or FIT. Approximately 48 acres onsite had been 
filled, over the years, with slag and waste mixtures from~coTing operations 
(K087) and leaded steel grinding (D008). In addition, a, 4.,acre surface 
impoundment was used for the disposal of spent pickle liquor (K062) between 1969 
and 1980. Prior to that (1962 to 1969) much of the pickle liquor was disposed of 
on the "ground" or the slag-filled areas onsite. 

Monitoring of U.S. Steel's RCRA-regulated hazardous waste impoundment, D-2, has 
detected some degradation of groundwater. This portion of the site is upstream 
from the area mentioned above and is in the process of being closed permanently. 
No groundwater monitoring has been done near the old spent acid pond, nor has 
leachate sampling been done where filled areas contact the river. The Black 
River could be receiving contaminated groundwater discharges due to infiltration 
of water through the porous slag and waste fill material. Although groundwater 
resources are not currently being used, they may be needed in the future. 
Drinking water for Lorain's residents is supplied from a Lake Erie Intake, 
approximately 2.5 miles downstream, separated from the river's mouth by a 
breakwall. 

The old acid pond is currently used to hold non-hazardous sludges from the B.O.P. 
shop. Much of the slag-filled area is open and used to store pipe and other 
materials prior to shipment or further processing. Parts of U.S. Steel's 
property needed to be filled before buildings could be constructed on it, so some 
wastes may have an impermeable cover as a result. 

Because the unregulated portion of U.S, Steel, mentioned above, have never been 
investigated and groundwater contamination has been documented in another area of 
the site, we recommend a medium priority for a CERCLA-related inspection by 
OEPA/FIT. Activities should include leachate sampling along the Black River, 
near the slag-filled portions of the site and the old acid pond. A site 
investigation can be performed in conjunction with the Lorain City Landfill. 
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